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Taking Sun Street Centers from it’s humble  

beginnings as a burnt out labor camp to being 

the provider of the most comprehensive drug 

and alcohol treatment and recovery services 

throughout Monterey County. 

We  

must be  

relentless  

innovators 



Many lives have changed for the better since Sun Street  
Centers first opened its doors in January of 1966 as the Salinas 
Valley Council on Alcoholism which, two years later, was 
changed to Sun Street Centers. The agency was founded by 
Martin Dodd who, a former alcoholic himself, made it his life’s 
purpose to help other men find recovery as well and Nancy 
Dodd who saw the need to counsel families. Over the last 50 
years, Sun Street Centers has grown from a burnt out labor 
camp to a vibrant multi-program agency with office locations 
all throughout the county.  
 
To celebrate this extraordinary achievement, Sun Street  
Centers will be hosting a 50th anniversary celebration in 2018 
by having several events. We need your help! You can be part 
of shaping these events; alumni are especially welcome. Join 
our planning committees.  For any questions or to sign up, 
please contact me at afoglia@sunstreet.org or 831-753-5144. 
 
I invite you to take a look at the other articles in this newsletter 

to see for yourself the impact we can make when we work  

together: Vice President of the Board, Jim Lugg, talks about his 

involvement in Sun Street Centers and we share with you the 

latest news about legislative changes that will affect DUI  

Treatment programs across California. We are also giving you 

an insight into our family recovery community, Pueblo del Mar, 

an award-winning program that offers transitional housing 

through the Housing Authority, as well as Sun Street Centers’  

offering recovery services to homeless families at the Nancy 

Dodd Community Center.  Our Keys to Success campaign  

supports and welcomes these families into their first true 

home in recovery. 

50  years
  

Anna Foglia CEO 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is,  
What are you doing for others?”  

 - Martin Luther King, Jr. 

mailto:afoglia@sunstreet.org


Finding Fulfillment in Giving Back 
Jim Lugg, long-term board member of Sun Street Centers and Chair of the Salinas PARTS 
coalition, has a very personal connection to the work of Sun Street Centers. “My son is a 
recovering alcoholic. He had been through countless programs in the past both locally and 
in Southern California. None of them worked. When he came to Sun Street Centers, he  
finally found sobriety.” After his retirement from Fresh Express, Jim joined the Board in 
2009 and soon after took over the Salinas PARTS coalition which has the aim to prevent 
alcohol related trauma in Salinas. As the chair of PARTS, Jim has big ideas: “Instead of only 
preventing alcohol-related trauma, we should widen the focus and prevent addiction-
related trauma”. To do so, Jim plans to join forces with other coalitions in Salinas and to 
create a neighborhood program to reach more community members.  When asked about 
what inspires him to work in the community, he replied: “It gives me an opportunity to 

hopefully motivate some people to be 
involved and bring in other volunteers.  
Addiction is a terrible thing. Anything we can do to make people 
aware of addiction and how awful it is, I am up for. It also helps that 
I am volunteering for an organization that has a great track record 
in dealing with addiction.” Each year, Sun Street Centers serves over 
11,000 individuals. Our treatment programs have a 60% recovery 
average, way above the national average of 38%. 

If you are interested in attending a PARTS coalition meeting and 
affecting change in our community, please contact Salinas  
Prevention at 831-753-5150, Peninsula Prevention at 831-899-6577 
or South County Prevention at 831-385-0100. 

Moving in the Right Direction—Drive Safe & Sober 

The Problem 

Did you know that each year, there are an average of 395 car accidents in  
Monterey County that are due to driving under the influence? For the last three 
years, Sun Street Centers has been collecting statistics on the substances  
people used when they received a DUI. The data clearly show an 900% increase 
of convictions for drugged driving while under the influence of cannabis,  
methamphetamine or other controlled substances. A look at data from other 
counties shows that this is a growing trend not only in Monterey County.  

The Solution 

In order to better address the problem, a new bill (AB1571) has been proposed. If ratified, AB1571 would make the  
following changes among others to DUI Treatment programs in California: 

 Judges would be able to consider driving under the combined influence of alcohol and a controlled substances as a 
special factor that may justify an increase in the duration of the DUI Treatment Program. 

 First time offenders who have a blood alcohol content of .15 and above with a controlled substance in their system 
will be required to attend a 9-month program (the current law requires only 6 months). 

 Offenders would be mandated to enroll in a DUI Treatment Program within 30 days of conviction. Currently, a  
conviction in Monterey County for DUI often does not ensue until up to a year later due to the local court’s  
workload.  

What this means for you 

This bill will help make Monterey County’s roads safer. With DUI offenders being mandated to enroll in a treatment 
program within 30 days, more people will get the help they need since DUI Treatment programs have been proven to 
significantly reduce DUI recidivism for first and repeat offenders.  
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Nancy Dodd Community Center at Pueblo Del Mar 

The Opportunity for a New Start 
Where do you go as a homeless family in recovery? The answer lies nestled 
amidst the dunes of the city of Marina: Pueblo del Mar gives homeless  
families, who have completed a residential recovery program or can  
document that they have participated in a 12-step Sobriety Program for at 
least three months, the opportunity for a new start.  

Carolina*, a 26-year mother of three has been a resident at Sun Street Centers’ 
family recovery program “Pueblo del Mar” for twelve months. With her clothes 

packed in plastic bags and two of her three boys in tow, Carolina entered the 
program in June of 2015. A recovering alcoholic, Carolina has been clean for 

fifteen months and has gone back to school to finish her GED. “Coming to the  
family recovery program at Pueblo del Mar saved my life. I had hit rock bottom and 

things kept spiraling out of control. When CPS came and took my youngest son Arturo 
away, I finally realized that I needed help.” Carolina and her sons were able to move 

into a two-bedroom apartment inside the Pueblo del Mar housing community  
administered by the Housing Authority of Monterey County,  shortly after Carolina  

completed her court-mandated alcohol recovery program. She had no furniture and only 
a few clothes for the boys, so donors stepped in and as part of Sun Street Centers’ Keys to 
Success campaign, which helps families in recovery get into their first home, she was  
given tables, chairs and kitchenware.  Carolina was also able to sign up for an early  

childhood parenting class with a focus on building parent-child relationships and  
incorporating self-care into family life.  

The Keys to Success campaign was first launched in April of 2015 and has since 
then positively impacted the lives of 55 families and over 100 children. Funds 

obtained through the Keys to Success campaign are used for families in  
recovery to obtain job development training, classes on parenting, and  
assistance with basic household items. Parents are also taught the skills to 
take part in a cooperative daycare. “Now that I am learning more about how 
to be a good parent, the social worker said that I can get my youngest son  
Arturo back once I have completed six months of parenting classes.” reports a 

happy Carolina. “The Keys to Success campaign truly enhanced the services we 
are offering at Pueblo del Mar even further,” says Anna Foglia, CEO of Sun Street 

Centers. “Thanks to our Keys to Success donors, we are able to give families in 
recovery a second chance at life.”  

We are currently looking for speaking opportunities at local service clubs and  
community associations to share more about this one-of-a-kind program and the lives 

that it changes.  
 

If you would like to learn more about Pueblo del Mar, please contact Anna Foglia, CEO 
via email afoglia@sunstreet.org or phone 831-753-5144 ext. 1. 
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