“How beautiful a life can be when kindness touches it.”

February 2014

Program Supported by The Harden Foundation
The Harden Foundation
continued their support of Sun Street
Centers with a $30,000 dollar for dollar
matching grant in January. The Harden
Foundation began their support of Sun
Street Centers in 1988 with a $100,000
donation toward the purchase of the
property at 8 Sun Street, which is the
site of the Men’s Residential program.
The Harden Foundation then gave
grants the next couple of years to help
build the Fellowship Hall. In the last 25
years, the Harden Foundation has been
Sun Street Centers’ largest

“The Harden Foundation has been
proud to support the Sun Street
Organization since 1988. Sun Street
Centers has been a major provider of
comprehensive alcohol and drug
addiction prevention services in
Monterey County. Because of the
services they provide, many individuals
and families in our community have
had a second chance to rebuild their
lives.” -Joe Grainger, Executive Director

To be a part of this matching grant,
donate online now at
www.sunstreetcenters.org

To learn more about
The Harden Foundation, go to
hardenfoundation.org

IMPOWER
Erika Ramirez and Misty Jimenez, two residents from
Pueblo del Mar, were invited to be guests at the
January 24 IMPOWER luncheon. Erika and Misty were
introduced to the room of over 300 women in
acknowledgment of their work toward a clean and
sober life. Erika and Misty spoke with Margaret
D’Arrigo-Martin and Cathy Schlumbrecht (the cofounders of IMPOWER) after the lunch. Cathy and
Margaret thanked them for their attendance and
their courage to make the changes to better
themselves and the lives of their children. In 2013
IMPOWER granted Pueblo del Mar with $15,000. to
help women who need help in furthering their
educational and vocational goals. Along with this
Left to Right: Margaret D’Arrigo-Martin, Erika Ramirez, Sheryl Merrill,
Misty Jimenez, Cathy Schlumbrecht & Lynn Finnell
grant, IMPOWER made the offer to invite 2 PdM
residents to each of the luncheons in order to fulfill their mission to bring women together to
Inspire, Motivate, Prepare and Organize Women to Engage and Reinvest. Thank you to
IMPOWER for all that you do!

NEW SOLEDAD OFFICE!

Sun Street Centers’ South County Prevention and
DUI has moved from King City to Soledad! Our
new office is located at 2167 H. De La Rosa Sr. St.,
Soledad, CA 93960.
Welcome to our staff: Alexandra Fombona,
Sandy Pineda, Darlene Acosta, and Jaime
Ramirez.

CASTLE OF THE DEAD 2014
SPONSORSHIPS
We are excited to announce that Sun Street
Centers is holding their 4th Annual “Castle of
the Dead” haunted house and Pumpkin
Patch from October 25-31, 2014! Join our
growing list of 2014 Castle of the Dead
Sponsors!
Download our packet at
www.sunstreetcenters.org/castle-of-the-dead/
sponsorships/

ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY-ALUMNI INTERVIEW
“I came to Sun Street Centers on February 24, 2013. My plan was
to get on their waiting list so that I could say I was “trying” to get better,
but they ended up having a bed available for me. I thought I was going
to be in and out in a matter of days, but that wasn’t the case. Everyday
for a month I came up with some stupid excuse as to why I should stay.
I’ll stay for the Simpsons or Family Guy or whatever movie was on. Oh
wait, they’re having tacos for lunch! I came up with stupid excuses like
that for awhile until my head started to clear a bit; until I started realizing
that not everybody was full of it. You get here and everybody is happy
and healthy and doing well and that’s just weird. There’s no way people
can be that happy and be sober. There’s just no way.
Little by little, I started to enjoy myself. I started having fun,
making friends. Once that started to happen, I thought okay, there’s
something to this. Obviously, this works! I started to really dive into the
program. I signed up for everything, volunteered for everything I could
and helped people whenever I could. I reached that halfway point and
thought okay, I’m not going to be here for the rest of my life. I have to
start preparing myself for what I’m going to do when I get out of here. I
dove into the NA & AA programs. I got involved with my 12 step work. I
had a good support group outside of SSC. By the time I was ready to
leave, I felt really good.
I graduated the program and moved across the street into the transitional housing and life
came to a screeching halt. I’d fallen out of my rhythm. In the program, I had a rhythm. You get up,
you do this, you do that, and you go to bed. It’s the same thing the next day. Across the street, there’s
no set structure and you can do whatever you want. Time really slowed down for me.
So I sat down and took time to reflect. What was the difference? What’s going on? I had no
rhythm. I had no schedule. I decided to type up a schedule for myself starting from when I woke up
and ending with going to bed at the end of the day. Just like that, I fell back into a rhythm. Time
started to pick back up. I started taking on sponsees and volunteering at Men’s Residential all the
time. I was a driver for the residents. It kept me connected. I’ve always heard that’s what you have
to do when you graduate. Stay connected to the program. I really took that to heart. Eventually, Sun
Street Centers gave me a job as a cook and that’s where I am now. As for my future plans, hopefully
next semester, I can go back to school and get into Engineering. Sun Street Centers helped me get
back on my feet and the work they do here changes lives.”

– Danny Olf, Alumni 2013
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DONORS!

Donate to Birdies for Charity through February 28th, 2014!
Birdies for Charity, a program coordinated by Monterey
Peninsula Foundation (MPF), is a unique way for nonprofits to raise
funds, through the AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am. Support
Sun Street programs by donating to Birdies.

Follow us on Twitter!

@SunStreetTweet

Sun Street Centers is now signed up with Amazon
Smile. Whenever you buy through Amazon
throughout the year, .5% will be donated back
to Sun Street Centers!

Like us on Facebook!

Facebook.com/sunstreetcenters

