
PARTS’ Origin Story 
 
 Preventing Alcohol Related Trauma in Salinas, South County and Seaside (PARTS) is the advocacy and prevention  
strategy for Sun Street Centers’ mission to prevent substance abuse, especially among youth. Sun Street Centers facilitates the 
PARTS coalitions in Salinas, Soledad, and Seaside. PARTS is made up of community volunteers, youth, parents, agencies, schools, 
law enforcement, city governments, and media. 
 

The PARTS coalition was established in 1992 by concerned community citizens and with the assistance of the Prevention 

Research Center (PRC). The goal of PARTS is to work toward preventing alcohol-related trauma and youth initiation of  

alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. 

South Salinas, in the early 1990’s, was the poorest area in town and had a high concentration of alcohol outlets. Concerned 

residents complained of excess alcohol outlets, gang activity, and public drunkenness. Salinas police reported that crime rates 

in the area were much higher than other parts of the city. At the same time, public health researchers from the Prevention  

Research Center invited three select cities to start a grant program referred to as the Community Trials, one of which was 

Salinas. The Community Trials were to test newly developed Environmental Strategies to reduce high risk drinking.  Research 

had established an association between alcohol density and alcohol related harm, and supported a community based approach 

to prevention at a social level. 

Researchers from PRC and the Marin Institute trained PARTS members how to participate in the local political process and 

helped them to educate the community about the physiological effects of alcohol, laws governing the sales and distribution of 

alcohol, how the alcohol industry markets alcohol, and research linking alcohol to injuries and fatalities. PARTS members  

identified who to partner with and the steps needed to influence local government and to influence change They began to  

establish ties with organizations involved in alcohol issues, such as community members and city council, and began to  

establish close relationships with people in the community such as people in treatment, school principals, and teachers. Results 

from the trials included decreases in alcohol sales to youth and drinking and driving, increased enforcement of DUI laws, and 

the implementation of policies such as limiting the dense placement of alcohol-selling establishments. Further, the results 

helped shape prevention strategies and materials utilized by coalitions worldwide.  

PARTS in Salinas was established in 1992 as a separate 501c3 nonprofit, and merged 

with Sun Street Centers in 1996. PARTS in Seaside was established 1997, and in South 

County in 2001. The youth leadership partners, Safe Teens Empowerment Project 

(STEPS), were first established by Sun Street Centers  in 1996 in Salinas, followed by 

Seaside in 2007 and South Monterey County in 2010. 

A video interview with Martin Dodd, Founder of Sun Street Centers, discussing the 

origin of PARTS, will be available on the Sun Street Centers’ Website in 2017: 

http://sunstreetcenters.org/  



Who We Are... 

PARTS Salinas: James Lugg, Chair 
“When I went on the Sun Street Board I was encouraged to participate in all of the activities sponsored by Sun Street 
Centers.  PARTS was one of those.  I was interested in the format of the meeting and diversity of the membership of 
the Coalition.   
 “PARTS has been a strong advocate for better managing liquor sales through avoiding proliferation, or concentration 
of outlets.  The community has benefitted from prescription take back education, risks relating to bullying, and many 
other educational programs.  The Safe Teens Empowerment Project (STEPS) program has been a strong influence in 
many area schools talking up the risks of addiction to alcohol and drugs.” 

PARTS Seaside: Abra Tockerman, Chair                                                           
“My vision is to have a community that is informed about substances and can make choices based on correct information. 
“The Peninsula PARTS has been working on Social Host Ordinances. In the future, I plan to work on opioid  addiction and 
heroin use in the community.” 

Reflections From PARTS Volunteers  

I joined PARTS because I feel that this coalition is a 
great way to make a change in the communities 
and the county and support Sun Street with the 
great job they are doing. [Emma, South County] 

I was volunteering at Los Padres Elementary, one 
day a Prevention Coordinator Diego Ortiz came 
and did a presentation for parents.  After that, he 
invited the group to the PARTS meeting. I liked 
the information given during the meetings [and] 
this is why I stayed. [Aurora, Salinas] 

With the popularity of social media a lot of grass 
root organizations are taking their meetings and 
agendas online…[that] can’t always replace a face 
to face meeting. [Oscar, Peninsula] 

I would like to see innovative ways of doing  
prevention work...I would like PARTS to go outside 
the box and get more involved with parent groups. 
[Segundo, Salinas] 

Knowledge and meeting other progressions who 
share the best interest of the community. 
[Priscilla, South County] 

The passion of the staff and the  
motivation and dedication of our PARTS 
Coalition members including the youth. 
[Rose, South County] 

I would like to see more involvement 
with the youth...to see Sun Street  
Centers at schools giving information to 
youth. I am willing to participate in going 
out to agricultural fields and inviting 
workers to PARTS. [Aurora, Salinas] 

PARTS means in my community a way of 
keeping us abreast of what is going on 
relating to drugs and alcohol problems. I 
have learned so much regarding drugs 
and how the young people deal with 
them and abuse them, and on city  
ordinances, etc. None of which I would 
have known or cared about if I had not 
joined PARTS. [Emma, South County] 

Prevention to help save lives of young 
people. [Donna, Peninsula] 

I was looking for a job and a partner agency, 
Community Action Partnership (CAP),  
suggested to go to Sun Street…Once I was 
invited to PARTS I haven’t stopped attending. 
[Segundo, Salinas] 

[I wanted] to join with others interested in 
keeping our youth safe. [Marykay, Peninsula] 

The dynamic that Sun Street Centers has in 
holding monthly meetings, listening to the 
point of view of members, involving other  
coalition members, and participating in other 
community events. [Segundo, Salinas] 

I would like to see PARTS expand to a Health 
Fair and other community events. [Arthur, 
South County] 

PARTS has an amazing group of volunteers, 
staff, and youth leaders. I visit many coalitions 
across the state, and PARTS is one that gives 
me a sense of family. Their work always  
continues to amaze me. [LisaMarie, Salinas] 

PARTS South County: Darlene Acosta, Chair 
“I could not be more proud of our PARTS South County Coalition, and especially our longevity and consistent member 
participation that we have maintained over the years. Our coalition has worked at retaining continuity among the 
four cities we serve, as well as continuing to address the needs of each community as best we can; it has been a  
hardship we have turned into a strength. By developing a good relationship with city leaders, police chiefs, and school 
district leaders in each respective area, we have been able to assess the trending drug and alcohol usage, and deter 
availability regionally—as it reflected in our four city ban on sales, distribution, or being under the influence of  
synthetic drugs in all four cities, as just one of our numerous accomplishments. 
“We intend to continue to be the conduit for each of the service organizations, and their representatives who attend 
to help network, and gather information on available resources in South County as another example of our  
overcoming a determent and use it as a help to all communities, as we collaborate.” 
My hope it that we have a building that is large enough to continue our growth, and expansion we have gained over 

the years, as more than once we have found our coalition attendance larger than our current site can accommodate.  



What We Do 

Key strategies employed by PARTS and STEPS  
and community support include the following: 

 

 Community outreach 
 State certified Responsible Beverage Service Training  (since 1997) 
 Neighborhood events support 
 Meeting room space for community groups, 12 step groups 
 Parents Creating Solutions  
 Advocacy for prevention and community policies 
 Youth advocates working after school to address substance abuse with 

their peers (STEPS) 
 Use of media for population level messaging 
 Life Skills Training (parents and youth) 
 Support implementation and maintenance of Monterey County Social Host 

Ordinances 
 Community education on research data: health and safety 
 Participate in local DUI checkpoints 
 Addressing recreational marijuana abuse issues 
 Attend city council meetings to express concerns with alcohol licensing and 

marijuana dispensaries 
 Disseminate information at local events such as National Night Out 

STEPS Projects for 2017 



Youth Access to Alcohol 
Youth from each PARTS/STEPS regions were asked 
where students are most likely to obtain alcohol. The 
results were consistent for each PARTS region: 

 House parties where NO parents are present 

 Take alcohol from the home 

 Given by a friend/family member  
Youth also reported obtaining alcohol at house  
parties where parents WERE present. Social Host  
Ordinances make it illegal to provide an environment 
where underage drinking takes place, regardless of 
who provides the alcohol. Social Host Ordinances 
were established in King City, Pacific Grove, Salinas, 
and Seaside. Fines vary from $500 to $2500. 

PARTS Program and Data Highlights 
Responsible Beverage Service Training 
RBS Training provide owners,  

managers, and staff of establishments 
that sell or serve alcohol knowledge 
and skills to help them serve alcohol 
responsibly. 

Training helps reduce sales/service to 
underage and intoxicated patrons. 

Training includes how to check IDs, 
recognize early signs of excessive  
consumption, how to refuse service, 
and ways to intervene and prevent 
intoxicated patrons from driving. 

 

The charts below show results from the California Healthy Kids Survey (data available at kidsdata.org) . The chart on the left shows the 
percent of youth who did not drink any alcohol during the last 30 days. The chart on the right shows the percent of youth who did not 
smoke any marijuana during the last 30 days. Data includes youth who have never consumed alcohol or marijuana and compares  
results over time from 2009 through 2014. Non-Traditional youth are students who are enrolled in Continuation Education or  
Community Day Schools. 

Youth Who Reported NO Alcohol or Marijuana in the Last 30 Days (percent) 

The map on the left shows the location 
of alcohol outlets in East Salinas and 

their proximity to schools. 



PARTS Events and Activities 

Salinas: The first two photos below were from a DUI check point at Cesar Chavez Library. The photo on 
the right was from a DUI check point in front of DMV.  

Seaside: STEPS speaking at local City Council meetings in Seaside and Marina; STEPS members at the Great 
American Smokeout on Broadway 

South County: On the left is Police Chief Eric Sills addressing PARTS members. The photo in the middle is 
from a Christmas lunch.   The photo on the right is of a Prescription Drug Take Back with Gonzales Police. 

Join us and participate in our PARTS Coalition Activities! 
 

Salinas: 831-753-5150    
Seaside: 831-899-6577   
South County: 831-385-0100 
 

Website: http://sunstreetcenters.org/ 
Like us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/SunStreetCenters/  
Follow us @ Twitter at: @sunstreettweet 

LisaMarie 
Miramontes, Ph.D. 
 
 
Prevention  
Research Center 
Oakland, CA 



ASHLEY COLLICK 
SEASIDE YOUTH RESOURCE CENTER 

CARLI PECK 
MPSUSD 

CHELSEA LEYVA 
SAFE PLACE 

CLARITA CORTES 
GRID ALTERNATIVES 

CORRINA HATZIDAKIS 
MO. CO. RAPE CRISIS CENTER 

CRISTINA VILLEGAS 
YWCA 

DONNA GALLETTI 
SHERIFF’S DEPT. 

DONNIE EVERETT 
MPSUSD 

EDNA TICHAE 
CHS SAFE PLACE 

GARY RODRIGUEZ 
CSUMB 

GONZALO CORONADO 
MO. CO. HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

HAYDEE VARGAS 
COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES 

JALISSA PRECIADO 
F2F COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES 

JANE MITCHELL 
ALIVE 

JOANNA BUTRON 
MO. CO. SHERIFF 

JULIE LAURET 
MCBH 

KEN CUNEO 
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 

KONTRENA McPHETER 
INTERIM, INC. 

LAMONT JOYCE 
THE VILLAGE PROJECT 

MARYKAY MICHAELS 
IMPACT 

OSCAR LOZA 
CHP 

PASCUALA RIOS 
MO. CO. PROBATION 

ROGER STODOLA 
FDN FOR DRUG FREE WORLD 

ROSE MORENO 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

ROSIE MARTINEZ 
CCLS 

SANDY TUERK 
A.A. TUERK 

SARA DI GARCIA 
CSUMB 

SHAWN POLIVOI 
CALWORKS BH 

SHIRLEY MILLICO 
SAFE PLACE 

TED BLACK 
SEASIDE YOUTH RESOURCE CENTER 

TERRY SIEGRIST 
CITY OF MARINA REC DEPT. 

 

SALINAS 

AURORA CONTRERAS 
PARENTS CREATING SOLUTIONS 

AVIL LEWIS 
A.A. 

BOB REYES 
SILVER STAR 

CLARITA CORTES 
GRID ALTERNATIVES 

DAVE SCOTTON 
DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION 

DAVID SINGLETON 
SOUL’D OUT CHRISTIAN 

DIANE MALLOY 
REAL TIME 

ELSA ARROYO 
EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPT. 

FERNANDA OCANA 
CITY OF SALINAS 

GERRY ROSS 
SALINAS POLICE DEPT. 

GLORIA DE LA ROSA 
MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPT. 

GRETA AREVALO 
ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT 

ISABEL RICO 
CET 

ITZEL CORONEL 
GRID ALTERNATIVES 

JEANETTE SINGLETON 
SOUL’D OUT CHRISTIAN 

JOSE CONTRERAS 
PARENTS CREATING SOLUTIONS 

JOSE VALENZUELA 
LA PRECIOSA RADIO STATION 

LISAMARIE MIRAMONTES 
PREVENTION RESEARCH CENTER 

LORRAINE ARTINGER 
NATIVIDAD MEDICAL CENTER 

MARTHA EDEZA-GOMEZ 
CHOICE PROGRAM-NMC 

MARY ANN WARDEN 
TRAFFIC COMMISSIONER 

MODESTO REYES 
PARENTS CREATING SOLUTIONS 

OSCAR LOZA 
CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

RICARDA RODRIGUEZ 
OMNI 

ROSE MORENO 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

SEGUNDO VIG 
RESIDENT 

SHAWN POLIVOI 
CALWORKS 

SEASIDE 

ACELA REYES 
MO CO DEPT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

ARIANA LOPES 
DAISY PROGRAM 

BEN BRUCE 
CPY 

TONNIE SHAH 
MPSUSD 

VICTOR MARTINEZ 
SAFE PLACE 

SOLEDAD 

ADELE FRESE 
SALINAS POLICE CHIEFAIDEE  

ALDACO 
SOLEDAD UNIFIED SCHOOL  
DISTRICT 

ANA MENDEZ 
GONZALEZ ADULT SCHOOL 

ART BARRON 
EDEN HOUSING  

BEATRIZ VERA-MORGA 
GEO RE-ENTRY 

BOB MASTERSON 
KING CITY CHIEF OF POLICE 

CLARITA CORTES 
GRID ALTERNATIVES 

CONNIE PINEDA 
SCORE/DDTA 

DANIEL ALCOCER 
HRC/SOP 

DEANNA RIVAS 
NAMI MONTEREY 

DEB BURKE 
CSUMB SERVICE LEARNING 

EDITH DIAZ 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

EMMA BOJORQUEZ 
SCORE 

ERIK SILLS 
SOLEDAD CHIEF OF POLICE 

FRANCISCO GONZALEZ 
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL  

GRETA AREVALO 
ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT 

GREGORY ALLEN 
GREENFIELD INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 

ITZEL CORONEL 
GRID ALTERNATIVES 

JEAN SALCIDO 
SALVATION ARMY 

JOHN SERNA 

JOYCE RAYA 
CCAH/THE ALLIANCE 

KEITH WISE 
GONZALEZ INTERIM POLICE CHIEF  

KELLIE HICKS 
SOLEDAD BEE 

LEO SALAS 
MONTEREY COUNTY PROBATION 
SERVICES MANAGER  

OFFICER LIONEL MUNGUIA 
SOLEDAD POLICE K-9  

MARYLOU ESQUIVEL 
ALLIANCE ON AGING 

MAYRA GUZMAN 
COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES 

PAUL MILLER 
FORMER CHIEF GONZALES  

 

PRISCILLA AMAO 
VFC-CASA 

REYNA GROSS 
ALLIANCE ON AGING 

ROSE MORENO 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

STEVE JAMES 
SMCJUHSD 

TRICIA BERGEUN 
SOUTH COUNTY  
NEWSPAPERS 

WIL SIMS 
MONTEREY COUNTY  
PROBATION CHIEF—JUVENILE
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