
“Happiness comes from your heart, not your circumstances.”  July 2014 

SUN STREET CENTERS QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

 Sun Street Centers is very happy to announce the unveiling of the Men’s Residential  

Recovery Scholarship.  Each scholarship will fund the program fees for one man who cannot  

afford to attend the Men’s Residential Program.   

 Sun Street Centers wanted to create a scholarship fund for men who do not have the  
financial means to enter and attend the program, but have the sincere desire to recover, heal & 

thrive. 
 Men of all ages from 18-68 come to our program when they hit their personal ‘rock-

bottom’.  Many have broken their ties with family and friends and see rehab as a ‘last resort’.  Sun 

Street Centers is there for those men who are homeless, who lost their families, their jobs and their 

self-worth.  These men have a sincere desire to save their lives, to rebuild their relationships and to 

regain their dignity, but they need our help.  These scholarships will help pay for services to get 

them on The Road to Recovery.  There is hope and healing for men and their wives, mothers,  

sisters, and children, and you can be part of that hope and healing! 



ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY-ALUMNI INTERVIEW 
 

 “When I first came to Sun Street Centers, I pretended like I had  

self-respect. I pretended like I cared about other people and that their 
feelings mattered to me.  I pretended like I always wanted to do the right 

thing.  Until one day, I woke up and that just became my way of life.  At 
that moment, I turned around and took a look at my past and then to 

where I was now and I realized that I liked this life better.  I wasn’t  
pretending anymore.  I had self-respect. I cared for others.   

 Sun Street Centers for me means life.  It means living life and having 
the opportunity to change and to be better and to do it right this time.  

No more sacrificing loved ones or myself. Today I’m able to go out and 
do the right thing.  I love it.  I feel responsible. What’s next? Instantly work-

ing on the next year.  This year has come and gone.  Now it’s starting all 
over again for year number two, and I look forward to it one day at a 

time.  It’s an honor to be an alumnus of Sun Street. “  
       - Timothy, Alumni 2013 

PUEBLO DEL MAR 

 
 Thank you to Sara Dubois, our youngest philanthropist yet! Sarah 

raised $502.49 for Pueblo del Mar’s Family Recovery Community. When 
asked why, Sara commented, “I wanted to give to people who didn’t 

have what I had.” Sara’s classmates at Marina Vista Elementary  
emptied their piggy banks and brought in dimes and nickels to help 

Sara reach her goal.  At her  

promotion ceremony, Sara’s 

school awarded her the “School 

Spirit” award for her dedication 
with the project.  Last month, Sara 

visited with families at the Nancy 

Dodd Center and was able to see 

the immediate impact of her generosity.  Sun Street  

Centers thanks Sara and hopes she will inspire other young 
philanthropists to get involved in their community. 

SAFE TEENS EMPOWERMENT PROJECT 
 

Congratulations to the Peninsula STEPS! Blanca and Debora will 
be attending San Jose State in the Fall.  Ashleen will be attending 

Cal State Monterey Bay and Ana Maria and Allison will be  
attending Monterey Peninsula College. 
 

“I am thrilled and honored to have worked with such an incredible group of 

young women.  Not only have these girls dedicated their time to educating and 

preventing alcohol and other drug traumas, casualties and fatalities within their 

community, especially amongst the youth, but they have also set the standards 

high for all community members to be involved and take a stand on these  

issues.” - Tania Alvarez, Prevention Coordinator 
Pictured from left to right: Ana Maria, Blanca, Ashleen, Deborah  

and Allison 



IN MEMORY OF 
 
 
We lost Francisco Ruiz May 9, 

2014. He was the Community 

Builder for our Family Recovery 

Community at Pueblo del Mar 

since we opened the doors, 

over 15 years ago. He had an  

impact on hundreds of  

families throughout Monterey 

County. He is greatly missed by 

staff, residents and alumni. 

 

 
 
 

 

Genie Jimenez passed away 

on June 4, 2014.  She was a 

very active volunteer at all 

three of the Preventing  

Alcohol Related Trauma 

(PARTS) Coalitions. She was a  

passionate advocate for the 

aging population and very 

concerned about the  

increased rates of alcohol and 

prescription drug dependency 

for senior citizens. Genie was a  

volunteer for The Alliance on 

Aging and a dear friend to us 

all. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We lost Vic Collins on July 11, 

2014.  Vic served on our Board of 

Directors, served a term as  

President of our Board and 

served as the Chair of the PARTS 

Coalition.  He volunteered for Sun 

Street Centers for over 30 years in 

support of families and  

preventing teen substance 

abuse. He was a founding  

member of PARTS as the Salinas 

Deputy Police Chief in 1992. Vic 

was fun, committed, and caring. 

He has forever made a mark on 

the history of alcohol and drug 

prevention and recovery for the 

families of Salinas. 

MEN’S RESIDENTIAL 
 

Thank you to the men at Sun Street 

Centers for all your volunteerism, 

46 years and counting. 

 
ATT Pro Am Golf 

 

Big Sur Marathon 

 

California Roots Festival 

 

Castle of the Dead 

 

Chinatown BBQ 

 

Closter Park 

 

Como del Rodeo Parade 

 

Concorso Italiano 

 

Food Bank of Monterey County 

 

Hebbron Heights Clean up 

 

Helping Hands Annual Fundraiser 

 

Homeless Connect  

(Sacred Heart Church) 

 

King St. Festival 

 

Meals on Wheels 

 

Monster Trucks 

 

National Night Out 

 

Offset Project of Monterey County 

 

Parade of Lights 

 

Salinas Air Show 

 

Salinas Rodeo Carnival 

 

Francisco O. Ruiz 

Counselor, Supporter & Friend 

Eugenia “Genie” Jimenez 

Dedicated Volunteer & Friend 

 

Vic Collins 

Dedicated Volunteer & Friend 

 



Follow us on Twitter! 

@SunStreetTweet 

Like us on Facebook! 

Facebook.com/sunstreetcenters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 

ANNUAL CASTLE OF THE DEAD HAUNTED HOUSE & PUMPKIN PATCH FUNDRAISER 

OCTOBER 25,26, 29-31, 2014 

 

•Join our growing list of 2014 Castle of the Dead Sponsors• 

 

•Sign up to Volunteer• 

•Buy advance tickets at a discount price• 
 

Visit our website at  

www.sunstreetcenters.org/castle-of-the-dead  
for more information 

A big shout out to Reyna Alcala and Mireya Arambula, 

co-chairs of the Pumpkin Patch committee.  Reyna and 

Mireya, former STEPS volunteers, are now paid staff 

working as Program Aides in the Prevention Department 

and attending college at Cal State 

Monterey Bay.  With great community  

support, they’ve been able to expand 

the Pumpkin Patch and support family 

fun for the smaller kids and their  

parents!  
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